July 13, 2025 5th Sunday After Pentecost

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH

11 East Dawes Avenue, Somers Point, NJ 08244
Church Office: 609-927-3082 Food Pantry: 609-927-9982
Website: www.GraceLLutheranSPNJ.org
E-mail: office@GraceLutheranSPNJ.comcastbiz.net

Interim Pastor T Wendolyn Trozzo, Scott J. Breiner, Music Director
Corinne Rhodes, Administrative Assistant

We welcome you to worship here at Grace!
Note that all text written in bold is for congregation participation.
Our hymn songs are found in the Evangelical Lutheran Worship
red hymnal found in the pews.
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GATHERING

Thank you for joining us as we worship our Lord together!

INTRODUCTION

To love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, strength, and mind is to
reflect God'’s mercy in responding to one’s neighbor. That mercy found its
most profound expression in the “gospel that has come to you’—namely the
life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. That gospel mercy comes to us
again today: at the font, at the table, and from the pulpit. It is very near to
YOu.

WELCOME Rev. Wendolyn Trozzo
PRELUDE Variations on “If Thou But Suffer God To Guide Thee”
by Georg Boehm

Please stand as you are able.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God, you free us to love others, you lead us by the Spirit of joy
and peace, and you surround us with patience, kindness, and generosity.
And yet, O Merciful God, we turn aside to our own paths, and we grow
weary in doing what is right. In your mercy, forgive us. Do not give up
on us. Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the path of life. Amen.

You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s beloved children. In the cross
of + Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven.
Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation. Amen.

OPENING HYMN God Is Here ELW #526
Verses 1 & 4 ALL, Verse 2 MEN, Verse 3 WOMEN
GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.



KYRIE ELW page 203
HYMN OF PRAISE ELW page 204

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O Lord God, your mercy delights us, and the world longs for your loving care.
Hear the cries of everyone in need, and turn our hearts to love our neighbors
with the love of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

PEACE  The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

GREET YOUR NEIGHBOR

Take a brief moment to share the peace by greeting someone sitting near you.
Verbal greetings are appropriate if you are not comfortable shaking hands or
touching.

Please be seated.

PSALM 25:1-10
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'To ! you, O LORD,
I lift ' up my soul.
My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be ! put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph ! over me.
> Let none who look to you be ! put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame | who are treacherous.
*Show me your ' ways, O LoRrbD,
and teach ' me Your paths.
>Lead me in your ' truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all | the day
long.
®Remember, O LoORD, your compas- ' sion and love,
for they are from ! everlasting.
"Remember not the sins of my youth and ' my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your
good- ! ness, O LORD.
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®You are gracious and up- l‘l%ht O LoRrbp;
therefore you teach sinners ' in your way.

?You lead the low- ! IP’ in justice
and teach the low- ' ly your way.

Al your paths, O Lorp, are steadfast ! love and faithfulness
to those who keep your covenant and your | testimonies.

READING: Colossians 1:1-14

The letter to the Colossians was written to warn its readers of various
false teachings. The first part of the letter is an expression of thanks for the
faith, hope, and love that mark this community, including a prayer for
strength and courage.

"Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our
brother,
?To the saints and faithful brothers and sisters in Christ in Colossae:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father.

*In our  prayers for you we always thank God, the Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, * for we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love
that you have for all the saints, > because of the hope laid up for you in
heaven. You have heard of this hope before in the word of the truth, the
gospel ® that has come to you. Just as it is bearing fruit and growing in the
whole world, so it has been bearing fruit among yourselves from the day
you heard it and truly comprehended the grace of God. ”This you learned
from Epaphras, our beloved fellow servant. He is a faithful minister of
Christ on your behalf, ® and he has made known to us your love in the Spirit.

?For this reason, since the day we heard it, we have not ceased
praying for you and asking that you may be filled Wlth the knowledge of
God’s will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, '’ so that you may lead
lives worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, as you bear fruit in every
good work and as you grow in the knowledge of God. ' May you be made
strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, and _may
you be prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully '* giving
thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the
saints in the light. 13 He has rescued us from the power of darkness and
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transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, * in whom we have
redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Let it burn like fire with-in us; speak un - til our hearts are stirred.

1 . i 1 A ; i
F AW 1 ¥ i) i

s? ] o 9 —p : » —
S = ¢ 1

Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for  the good news that you bring.

The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 10th chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL: Luke 10:25-37

Jesus is challenged to explain what is involved in obeying the greatest
commandment. He tells a parable rich in surprises. those expected to show
pity display hard hearts while the lowly give and receive unexpected and
lavish mercy.

% Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what
must I do to inherit eternal life?” %° He said to him, “What is written in the
law? What do you read there?”” >’ He answered, “You shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and
with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” *® And he said to him,
“You have given the right answer; do this, and you will live.”

*° But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my
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neighbor?” *° Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to
Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and
went away, leaving him half dead. I Now by chance a priest was goin
down that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side.
likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the
other side. ** But a Samaritan while traveling came near him; and when he
saw him, he was moved with pity. ** He went to him and bandaged his
wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then he put him on his own
animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 3> The next day he took
out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, “Take care of him; and
when I come back, I will repay you whatever more you spend.’ 3 Which of
these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands
of the robbers?” *” He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” Jesus said to
him, “Go and do likewise.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.
SERMON Rev. Wendolyn Trozzo

Please stand as you are able.

THE APOSTLE’S CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven
and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, sutfered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

%ZSO

Please be seated.
OFFERING

OFFERTORY Lord, Make Me To Know by William Byrd
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Please stand as you are able.
PRESENTATION OF GIFTS Create in Me a Clean Heart WOV #732

OFFERING PRAYER

Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the
harvest is plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the
earth and our labor, that we may work for the good of all; through Jesus
Christ, our Savior. Amen.

Please be seated.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

P: In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the
whole church and pray for the needs of the world. Brief silence.

At the end of each prayer petition when the worship assistant or
pastor says, “God of grace,” please respond with “Hear our prayer.”

P: Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and hope in
you, in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and
praise.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ELW page 207
WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Together, we pray as our Lord taught us, saying:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
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and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice.

COMMUNION HYMN Lamb of God ELW page 208

COMMUNION HYMNS Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us With Your Love ELW #708
Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart ELW #800

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION

We will have continuous communion in front of the steps today. EVERYONE
IS INVITED to come down the center aisle at the direction of the ushers
and return to your seats via the side aisle. There is white grape juice in
the center of the circular tray and red wine in the outer part of the tray. If
you are unable to come up to the front, you may remain seated and the
pastor will bring you communion after everyone has come forward.
Children or those who have not received a first communion are welcome
to come for a blessing. Grape juice and gluten free wafers are available.

COMMUNION BLESSING
The Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ bless you now
and forever. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Holy God, you gathered us to your table and we were filled with your
grace. Send us out by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves and
proclaim your love in Jesus’ name. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please stand as you are able.

SENDING

BENEDICTION
The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your
hearts; and the life of the Spirit + bless you and give you peace. Amen.

SENDING HYMN  [If You but Trust in God to Guide You ELW #769
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Please be seated. Enjoy the postlude music.
and meditate on how God spoke to your heart today.

POSTLUDE [f Thou But Suffer God To Guide Thee by Johann Ludwig Krebs

DISMISSAL Go in peace. Live by the Spirit.
Thanks be to God.

We ane glad (e yeun presence tedowy.
We hope you come again seen!

We thank all those serving in worship today:
Worship Assistant: Shriley Blankenship

The flowers sponsor this week is: Elizabeth & Bruce Hoelter,
in thanksgiving!

Home Reading: Deuteronomy 30:9-14

Moses calls the people who are about to enter the promised land to
renew the covenant God made with their ancestors. Through this covenant
God gives life and asks for obedience. God’s commandment is neither
burdensome nor too far off, but dwells in the people’s hearts.

? The Lorp your God will make you abundantly prosperous in all your
undertakings, in the fruit of your body, in the fruit of your livestock, and in
the fruit of your soil. For the LorD will again take delight in prospering you,
just as he delighted in prospering your ancestors, 1% when you obey the LORD
your God by observing his commandments and decrees that are written in
this book of the law, because you turn to the LorRD your God with all your
heart and with all your soul.

' Surely, this commandment that I am commanding you today is not
too hard for you, nor is it too far away. '*It is not in heaven, that you should
say, “Who will go up to heaven for us, and get it for us so that we may hear
it and observe it?” " Neither is it beyond the sea, that you should say, “Who
will cross to the other side of the sea for us, and get it for us so that we may
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hear it and observe it?”” '* No, the word is very near to you; it is in your
mouth and in your heart for you to observe.

Come and enjoy one or more of Scott Breiner’s organ recitals this
summer at Boardwalk Hall in Atlantic City, home of the largest
organ in the world!

The recitals are at noon on the following dates:

July 14th
August 7th
August 12th
August 29th
Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual

License #.SAS002821 New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common
Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.



For More Information:
stjohnlutheranoc.org
alissa@stjohnlutheranoc.org
(609) 399 -0798

Click here io Register >

St John Lutheran Church
1001 Central Avenue
Ocean City, NJ
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Mon, Aug. 4% - Thurs, Aug. 7%
9am 12pm Each Day

Kids Ages 4 Years Old to
Entering 6" Grade are welcome
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ON THE GO WITH GOD




HAPPENINGS AROUND GRACE THIS WEEK
July 13, 2025—July 20, 2025

5th Sunday of Pentecost 7/13/25
8:00AM Spoken Worship
8:45AM Adult Forum
10:15AM Traditional Worship

MONDAY 7/14/25
9:00AM-11:30AM Food Pantry
7:00PM Alcoholics Anonymous

TUESDAY 7/15/25
9:00AM-11:30AM Food Pantry
6:30PM Narcotics Anonymous
7:00PM Alcoholics Anonymous

WEDNESDAY 7/16/25
9:00AM-11:30AM Food Pantry
11:30AM Bayside Duplicate Bridge
6:00PM AA Book Study
7:00PM Narcotics Anonymous

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
This week:
Mon, Thurs & Fri 10:00-3:00

THURSDAY 7/17/25
9:00AM-11:30AM Food Pantry
2:00PM Alcoholics Anonymous

5:00PM Choir Rehearsal
6:00 AA 12-Step
7:00PM Al-Anon

FRIDAY 7/18/25
10:30AM Grace Stitchers
7:30PM Alcoholics Anonymous

SATURDAY 7/19/25
7:30AM & 8:30AM Weight Watchers

6th Sunday of Pentecost 7/20/25
8:00AM Spoken Worship
10:15AM Traditional Worship

Present this bulletin on a Sunday
and Shore Diner will donate 20% to Grace
Lutheran Church. Present this on
any other day, and we will donate 10%.

Shore Diner
6710 Tilton Road

Egg Harbor Township, NJ 08234
609-641-3669




