MAUNDY THURSDAY:
A Service of Questions and Answers

April 2,2026
7 PM

This evening our Lenten observance comes to an end, and we gather with
Christians around the world to celebrate the Three Days of Jesus' death and
resurrection. Tonight we remember Christ's last meal with His disciples, but
the central focus is His commandment that we live out the promise embodied
in this meal. As Jesus washed His disciples’ feet, so we are called to give and
receive love in humble service to one another. Formed into a new body in
Christ through this holy meal, we are transformed by the mercy we have
received and carry it into the world. Departing worship in solemn silence, we
anticipate the coming days. -

GATHERING

GREETING (Also projected) .
P} The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C) And also with you.
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Text ©2006 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. Music ©1987 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com.
Used by permission. All rights reserved.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (Also projected)

P) Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all of creation.

God,

C) receive our prayer.

A brief silence.

L) You make a new covenant with Your people. Gather Your church
around word and table in love and promise as these three holy days
enfold us. Open us to behold the mystery of our salvation. Mercii
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L) You give us our daily bread, fruit of the earth and work of human
hands. Bless those who labor and tend to their crops and those
who prepare our meals. Strengthen us to advocate for food justice
and a fair distribution of resources. Merciful God,

C) receive our prayer.

" L) You, our Savior and Teacher, stoop down to us in servant love.
Inspire national and local leaders (especially) with a renewed sense of
public service. Increase in them a humility to serve with equity and
fairness. Teach us to pray for our enemies. Merciful God,

C) receive our prayer.

P) You incline Your ear to us in every need. Befriend all who are lonely.
Comfort those who grieve. Soothe any who are anxious. Console
all who are distressed. Graciously tend to the hurts of Your children
who suffer in body, mind, and spirit (especially). Merciful God,

C) receive our prayer.

L) You inspire Your people to praise in word, song, and art. We give
thanks for artists whose gifts enrich the church’s worship. Kindle in
us appreciation for all who beautify our worship space throughout
the changing seasons. Merciful God,

C) receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

L) Precious in Your sight is the death of Your faithful ones. We
remember and give thanks for the those who have died (especially).
With them, we trust Your promise to love Your own until the end.
Merciful God, |

C) receive our prayer.

L) We lift our prayers to You, O God, trusting in Your steadfast love and
Your promise to renew Your whole creation; through Jesus Christ
our Savior.

C) Amen.

SHARING OF PEACE (Also projected)
P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C) And also with you.

(We greet our neighbors with a handshake, hug, or words of peace.)

OFFERING



OFFERING
SONG "JESU, JESU, FILL US WITH YOUR LOVE"
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Text and music ©1969 Hope Publishing Company.
Used by permission. All rights reserved.

QUESTION #1
How can | make a return on all that the Lord has done for me?

REFLECTION

ANSWER Psalm 116

I love the LORD because He has heard
my voice and my supplications.

Because He inclined His ear to me,
therefore | will call on Him as long as I live.

The snares of death encompassed me;
the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me;
I suffered distress and anguish.

Then | called on the Name of the LORbD,
"O LORD, | pray, save my life!"

Gracious is the LORD and righteous;
our God is merciful.
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The LORD protects the simple;
when | was brought low, He saved me.
Return, O my soul, to Your rest,
ror the LORD has dealt bountifully with you.
For You have delivered my soul from death,
my eyes from tears,
my feet.from stumbling.
I walk before the Lorp
in the land of the living.
I kept my faith, even when | said,
"I am greatly afflicted";
I said in my consternation,
"Everyone is a liar."
What shall | return to the LORD
for all His bounty to me?
"I will Tift up the cup of salvation
and call on the Name of the Lorb;
I will pay my vows to the LorD
in the presence of all His people.
Precious in the sight of the LORD
is the death of His faithful ones.
O LoRD, | am Your servant;

“m Your servant, the child of Your serving girl.

You have loosed my bonds.

I will offer to You a thanksgiving sacrifice
and call on the Name of the LORD.

I will pay my vows to the LORD
in the presence of all His people,

In the courts of the house of the LorD,
in your midst, O Jerusalem.

Praise the LORD!

L) The Word of the Lord.
C) Thanks be to God.
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Text and music ©1986 GIA Publications, inc.
Used by permission. All rights reserved.

QUESTION #2
Lord, are You going to wash my feet?

REFLECTION

ANSWER John 13:1-11 .

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that His hour had come to
depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved His own who were in
the world, He loved them to the end. The devil had already decided that Judas
son of Simon Iscariot would betray Jesus. And during supper Jesus, knowing that
the Father had given all things into His hands and that He had come from God
and was going to God, got up from supper, took off His outer robe, and tied a
towel around Himself. Then He poured water into a basin and began to wash the
disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around Him. He
came to Simon Peter, who said to Him, "Lord, are You going to wash my feet?"
Jesus answered, "You do not know now what | am doing, but later you will
understand.” Peter said to Him, "You will never wash my feet." Jesus answered,
"Unless | wash you, you have no share with Me." Simon Peter said to Him, "Lord,
not My feét-only but also my hands and my head!" Jesus said to him, "One who
has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And
you are clean, though not all of you." For He knew who was to betray Him; for
this reason He said, "Not all of you are clean."

L) The Word of the Lord.
C) Thanks be to God.



HYMN "SHEPHERD ME, O GOD"
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QUESTION #3
Do you know what | have done to you?

REFLECTION

ANSWER John 13:12-17; 31-35

After He had washed their feet, had put on His robe, and had reclined again, He
said to them, "Do you know what | have done to you? You call Me Teacher and
Lord, and you are right, for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have
washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For | have set you
an example, that you also should do as | have done to you. Very truly, | tell you,
slaves are not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one
who sent them. If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them." When
He had gone out, Jesus said, "Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God
has been glorified in Him. If God has been glorified in Him, God will also glorify
Him in Himself and will glorify Him at once. Little children, | am with you only a
little longer. You will look for Me, and as | said to the Jews so now I say to you,
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'Where | am going, you cannot come.' | give you a new commandment, that you
love one another. Just as | have loved you, you also should love one another. By
this everyone will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one
another.”

L) The Word of the Lord.
C) Thanks be to God.

HYMN "SHEPHERD ME, O GOD" (Psalm 23)
By Marty Haugen
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Text and music ©1986 GIA Publications, inc.
Used by permission. All rights reserved.

QUESTION #4
What is that you have done?

REFLECTION

CONFESSION (Also projected)
P) Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord's cal].
to struggle against sin, death, and the devil—all that keeps us from
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loving God and each other. We have heard God ask us, "What is
that you have done?" (Gen. 3:13), and we have wondered at the
power of sin in this world and in ourselves. We grieve that we
betray our Lord. Yet God never wearies of forgiving sin and giving
the peace of reconciliation. On this night let us confess our sin
against God and our neighbor, and enter the celebration of the

great Three Days reconciled with God and with one another.
(Silence for reflection and self-examination.)
P) Most merciful God,

C) we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed by what
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved You with our whole hearts; we have not loved our neighbors
as ourselves. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in

Your will and walk in Your ways, to the glory of Your holy Name.
Amen.

P) In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
and for His sake God forgives us all our sins.. As a called and
ordained minister of the church of Christ and by His authority, |
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in
the Name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C) Amen. '

ANSWER John 3:11-21

"Very truly, | tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have
seen, yet you do not receive Our testimony. If | have told you about earthly
things and you do not believe, how can you believe if | tell you about heavenly
things? No one has ascended into heaven except the One who descended from
heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in Him
may have eternal life. For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, so
that everyone who believes in Him may not perish but may have eternal life.
Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world but in
order that the world might be saved through Him. Those who believe in Him are
not condemned, but those who do not believe are condemned already because
they have not believed in the Name of the only Son of God. And this is the
Judgment, that the Light has come into the world, and people loved darkness
rather than light because their deeds were evil. For all who do evil hate the Light
and do not come to the Light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. But those
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who do what is true come to the Light, so that it may be clearly seen that their
deeds have been done in God."

L) The Word of the Lord.
C) Thanks be to God.

HYMN "SHEPHERD ME, O GOD"
By Marty Haugen
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MEAL

GREAT THANKSGIVING (Also projected)
P) Where is our God?
C) God is here in this place.
P) Where are your hearts?
C) We give them to the Lord.
P) What are we to do in the presence of our God?
C) We shall give our thanks and praise.

P) Praise and thanks go to You, O God, for since the beginning of time
Your people have wondered what Your Spirit could bring forth: Sky
and sea? Sun and moon? Land, plants and animals? People in Your
divine image? The answer is that everything You made was good.
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C) From the first days the Israelites were enslaved, they questioned if
Your power would set them free. When they were hungry and
You sent them mysterious food, they asked "What is it?" You
answered their questions with goodness and life-sustaining care.

P) Out of Your love for our salvation, You sent to us Jesus, a savior who
welcomed questions about the faith. When everyday people met
Him and asked, "Are You the Messiah?" When religious leaders
heard His teachings and wondered, "Can these words come from
the God we know?" Is our God loving? Does our God work for the
good of those who wait for justice? Does our God bring new life to
those who have died?

C) The answers were and continue to be yes, yes, yes.

P) On the night before Jesus died, the disciples asked questions and
were hungry for answers. They wondered where they should
prepare the meal and what would happen next. As Jesus spoke of
impending betrayal, each of them wrestled with a personal
question: Is it me? What Jesus did around a table that night meant
that they never had to worry about those questions again.

Jesus’ answer was to take bread. He gave thanks; broke it, and gave
it to His disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is My body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of Me. Again, after supper, He
took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This
cup is the new covenant in My blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of
Me.

C) When we eat this bread and drink this cup, we never have to
question Your love for us, O Lord. Send Your Spirit into this meal
and our hearts, so that we will delight in what You have done and
joyfully wonder what You shall make of us today.

LORD’S PRAYER (Also projected)

L) Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray.

C) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION (Also projected)
P) This is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Come

to this meal and be fed.

COMMUNION

WE INVITE TO THE CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION all baptized Christians
who have made confession of their sins and who believe CHRIST is truly present
in the bread and wine to give His FORGIVENESS and strength. If you share in
these beliefs, CHRIST Himself invites you to the feast so that in Him you might
experience the GRACEFUL life. Ushers will direct you to kneel at the altar to
receive both bread and wine. Pastor will place the bread in your hand and
communion assistants will offer you wine from either a common cup or a pre-
filled glass. For those unable to drink wine, pre-filled glasses of white grape
Juice have been placed in the center of the communion tray. For those who
require gluten-free wafers, they are available upon request.

As the ministers give the bread and cup to each communicant,
they say these words: ,

The body of Christ, given for you.  The blood of Christ, shed for you.
The communicant may say: Amen.
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COMMUNION SONG "TASTE AND SEE"
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Text and music ©1983 GIA Publications, Inc.
Used by permission. All rights reserved.

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING (Also projected)

P) May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of His body and
blood strengthen, keep and unite us, now and forever.

C) Amen.
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER (Also projected)

P) Lord Jesus, in a wonderful sacrament You strengthen us with the
saving power of Your suffering, death, and resurrection. May this
sacrament of Your body and blood so work in us that the fruits of
Your redemption will show forth in the way we live, for You live and
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C) Amen.

QUESTION #5
Lord, why can | not follow You now?

CHOTR ANTREM/REFLECTION Once T Ached for Thee ar by Arlen Clarke
Soprano: Ruth Bowden
ANSWER JOHN 13:36-38

Jesus answered, "Will you lay down your life for Me? Very truly, | tell you, before
the cock crows, you will have denied Me three times."

HYMN "SHEPHERD ME, O GOD"
By Marty Haugen
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Text and music ©1986 GIA Publications, Inc.
Used by permission. All rights reserved.

STRIPPING OF ALTAR ISAIAH 52:13-53:12

See, My servant shall prosper; He shall be exalted and lifted hp and shall be very
high. Just as there were many who were astonished at Him—so marred was His
appearance, beyond human semblance, and His form beyond that of mortals—so
He shall startle many nations; kings shall shut their mouths because of Him, for
that which had not been told them they shall see, and that which they had not
heard they shall contemplate. Who has believed what we have heard? And to
whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? For He grew up before Him like a
young plant and like a root out of dry ground; He had no form or majesty that we
should look at Him, nothing in His appearance that we should desire Him. He was
despised and rejected by others; a Man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity,
and as one from whom others hide their faces, He was despised, and we held Him
of no account. Surely He has borne our infirmities and carried our diseases, yet -
we accounted Him stricken, struck down by God, and afflicted. But He was
wounded for our transgressions, crushed for our iniquities; upon Him was the
PUnishment that made us whole, and by His bruises we are healed. All we like
sheep have gone astray; we have all turned to our own way, and the LORD has laid
on Him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed, and He was afflicted, yet He did
not open His mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter and like a sheep that
before its shearers is silent, so He did not open His mouth. By a perversion of
justice He was taken away. Who could have imagined His future? For He was cut
off from the land of the living, stricken for the transgression of My people. They
made His grave with the wicked and His tomb with the rich, although He had
done no violence, and there was no deceit in His mouth. Yet it was the will of the
LORD to crush Him with afflicion. When you make His life an offering for sin, He
shall see His offspring and shall prolong His days; through Him the will of the LORD
shall prosper.. Out of His anguish He shall see; He shall find satisfaction through
His knowledge. The righteous One, My servant, shall make many righteous, and
He shall bear their iniquities. Therefore I will allot Him a portion with the great,
and He shall divide the spoil with the strong, because He poured out Himself to
death and was numbered with the transgressors, yet He bore the sin of many and
made intercession for the transgressors.

There is no Benediction...dll leave the church building in silence following
the Stripping of the Altar and the reading of Isaiah.
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